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California Coastal Commission Announces the
27th Annual California Coastal Cleanup Day

(San Francisco) The California Coastal Commission is proud to announce that the 27" Annual California
Coastal Cleanup Day will take place this coming Saturday, September 17", 2011 from 9 AM to Noon (in
most locations). California Coastal Cleanup Day is the state’s largest volunteer event, annually drawing
over 80,000 volunteers out to more than 800 cleanup sites along the state’s coast and inland shorelines.
These volunteers combine with others around the world to create the world’s largest volunteer event
dedicated to the marine environment, the International Coastal Cleanup, organized by Ocean
Conservancy.

“California Coastal Cleanup Day is an opportunity for every Californian, no matter where they may live,
to take part in a dramatic act of coastal stewardship,” said Mary Shallenberger, Chair of the California
Coastal Commission. “80 percent of the debris that washes into the ocean off California originates on
land, so we need volunteers throughout the state to do what they can to help us stop trash where it
starts, and keep our oceans free of debris.”

As in past years, the Commission is supplying all of the materials needed for volunteers to clean our
beaches and waterways. But the Commission is also asking volunteers to do their part to limit the
amount of debris created by the event itself. “The cleanup itself has a plastic footprint, which we are
working to reduce,” said Eben Schwartz, Outreach Manager for the California Coastal Commission. “We
are asking volunteers to bring a bucket or reusable bag, along with a pair of gardening gloves, to use at
the Cleanup rather than creating more waste with the single-use, disposable plastic cleanup supplies we
provide. We can move Coastal Cleanup Day towards a zero-waste event, but we need our volunteers
help to get there!”

The Coastal Commission is suggesting a checklist of actions volunteers can take before, during, and after
the Cleanup:

BEFORE THE CLEANUP:
1) Find your Cleanup location and register (if requested) by visiting www.coastforyou.org or by
calling (800) COAST-4U.
2) Prepare your reusable cleanup supplies — locate a bucket or reusable bag you can wash after the
event, grab some gloves, fill up a reusable water bottle, and pack a waste-free lunch.



http://www.coastforyou.org/

3) Bling Your Bucket! Decorate your bucket before the Cleanup, and then take a picture of it in use
on Coastal Cleanup Day. Post your picture to the Commission’s Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/CaliforniaCoast or Twitter feed, www.twitter.com/cleanupday, and you’ll be
eligible to be selected for a California Coastal Cleanup Day prize package.

DURING THE CLEANUP:

1) Show up to your selected Cleanup location with your Cleanup supplies, and bring some friends!

2) Remove all the trash you can find and collect data on what you pick up. The data provides a vital
snapshot of what is littering the beaches and waterways of California, helps inform educational
and policy efforts, and acts as a baseline to evaluate the state’s marine debris efforts
throughout the year.

3) Keep an eye out for any unusual items. If you find one, report it to your site captain to be
eligible for the state’s annual Most Unusual Item Contest.

AFTER THE CLEANUP:

1) Log on to Ecoplates.com to enter your name in a drawing to win a $1,000 gift certificate to
Whole Foods Market or one of several fantastic destination prize packages, supplied by
partnering convention and visitors’ bureaus across the state.

2) While on Ecoplates.com, purchase a new Whale Tail License Plate! Funds from the sale of the
newly redesigned plate support Coastal Cleanup Day, grants to local efforts throughout the
state, along with a host of other critical coastal and marine education efforts.

3) Make Coastal Cleanup Day more than a once-a-year event. Our beaches and waterways are
always in need of stewardship. You can participate year-round by signing up for our Adopt-A-
Beach Program. Details can be found at www.coastforyou.org.

The statewide event is presented by the California Coastal Commission with funding from the new Whale
Tail® Ecoplate. Major statewide support comes from Crystal Geyser, Oracle and Whole Foods Market.
Additional support comes from Natracare, See’s Candies, Fairmont Hotels and Resorts, and The Phelps
Group. California media support also comes from the San Francisco Department of the Environment,
Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy, and Marin County Board of Supervisors.

Special thanks to our Stewards of the Coast sponsor team supporting the Whale Tail License Plate
Campaign, spearheaded by Anaheim/Orange County Visitor and Convention Bureau, and including the
following additional major sponsors: the City of Dana Point and its partners the County of Orange, Dana
Point Harbor Association, and Dana Point Chamber of Commerce; Santa Monica Convention and Visitors
Bureau and its partners Pier Restoration Corporation, Pacific Park, and Office of Sustainability and the
Environment, City of Santa Monica; SeaWorld San Diego; and Waste Management WM EarthCare.

California Coastal Cleanup Day 2011 is supported by the California Coastal Commission, California State
Parks Foundation, and the Ocean Conservancy. This event is made possible by the hard work of hundreds
of local non-profits and government agencies throughout the state and tens of thousands of volunteers
annually.
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