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COASTAL COMMISSION AWARDS GRANTS  
TOTALING $704,000  

TO MARINE AND COASTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS  
THROUGHOUT CALIFORNIA 

 
“Super-powered” marine life exhibit in Santa Barbara, 
diversity initiative for ocean science trivia competition, 

public workshop series for landowners 
are among projects selected to receive latest round of funding  

from California’s Whale Tail License Plate 
 

(SAN FRANCISCO, May 13, 2010)—The California Coastal Commission has awarded 
$704,000 to 37 marine education projects this past year. The grants are funded by sales 
of the popular “Whale Tail” License Plate. (See below for license plate purchasing 
information.) 
 
Grants were awarded to the following organizations (individual project descriptions, 
organized by county, are provided in the attachment): 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY: 

I Love A Clean San Diego (2)  
Ocean Discovery Institute 

ORANGE COUNTY: 
Orange County Coastkeeper 

SAN BERNARDINO & RIVERSIDE COUNTIES 
 Trails4All 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY: 

Heal the Bay 
Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority 
Malibu Foundation for Environmental Education  

VENTURA COUNTY: 
 Channel Islands Restoration 
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY: 
 Santa Barbara Natural History Museum 
FRESNO COUNTY: 

Fresno’s Chaffee Zoo (2)        
MONTEREY COUNTY: 

California State Parks, Monterey District 
Camp SEA Lab 
Save the Whales                                                                                    (continues) 



Page 2 

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY: 
 O’Neill Sea Odyssey 
SAN MATEO COUNTY: 
 Watershed Discovery Foundation 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY: 
 Franklin Elementary School 
 Jeanne Meadows Elementary School 
SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY: 
 Clean Water Fund 
 Environmental Traveling Companions 
 San Francisco Ocean Film Festival 
ALAMEDA COUNTY:

University of California, Berkeley 
STANISLAUS COUNTY: 
 Tuolumne River Preservation Trust 
MARIN COUNTY:

Point Reyes National Seashore Association 
Richardson Bay Audubon Center 
Romberg-Tiburon Center for Environmental Studies 

HUMBOLDT COUNTY: 
Arcata Community Recycling Center 
Friends of the Dunes   
Jacoby Creek Land Trust 

SISKIYOU COUNTY: 
Scott Valley Unified School District 

STATEWIDE:
California Community Forests Foundation 
Earth Alert, Inc. 
International Humanities Center 
Oikonos Ecosystem Knowledge 
Tides Center (2) 

The grants program was established in 1998, and to date has awarded $6.6 million to 
local organizations throughout California for marine education and coastal habitat 
improvement programs.                                                                                     

The projects awarded funding meet one or more of the following funding priorities:   
• to provide high-quality coastal and marine education;     
• to provide access to the coast for underserved students;              
• to provide education to the general public on issues about the health of watersheds 

and the ocean;  
• to result in improvement of beaches or other coastal habitats;     
• to reach low-income, multicultural, or inland populations;  
• to involve creative, innovative ideas;  
• to serve as model programs that could be expanded and replicated elsewhere. 

 
(continues) 
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The Whale Tail Grants Program runs on an annual cycle.  Grant applications for the next 
cycle will be available in the fall of 2010.  Please call (800) COAST-4U or e-mail 
coast4u@coastal.ca.gov to be put on a mailing list or for other information.  
 
The Whale Tail License Plate is a way for individuals to use their purchasing power to 
support marine education, and to make a statement of their support for our coast and 
ocean.  Revenue from sales of the plate benefit a variety of coastal and marine 
education and conservation programs, including the Whale Tail License Plate grants 
program.  To date, 189,000 Californians have purchased the Whale Tail Plate.  It is one 
of the most popular specialty plates in California.  
 
The plate features an image of a whale diving into the sea.  It costs $50, or $98 to have it 
personalized.  The annual renewal fee is $40 for a regular plate and $78 for a 
personalized plate.  The Whale Tail plate can be ordered over the Internet at 
WWW.ECOPLATES.COM, by calling (800) COAST-4U, or through the DMV. 

 
 (attachment follows) 
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ATTACHMENT:  DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL GRANTS BY COUNTY 
 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY: 
• I Love A Clean San Diego for the Adopt-A-Beach Program in San Diego County 

($26,000).  New beach cleanup volunteers will be recruited and recognized with signs 
posted at their adopted beaches, interpretive presentations will be made to groups 
conducting their cleanups, and inland creeks will be adopted for cleaning. 

• I Love A Clean San Diego for the Kids’ Adopt-A-Beach Assembly Program and 
Beach Cleanup in San Diego County ($16,500).  The assembly program will educate 
students at 10 underserved elementary schools about the harmful effects of ocean 
pollution, and will culminate in a beach cleanup event for 1,000 students. 

• Ocean Discovery Institute for the Ocean Leaders Initiative ($25,000).  Youth from 
the community of City Heights will engage in ocean science after-school and summer 
programs, including a group of teens who will conduct research alongside scientists 
in the Sea of Cortez. 

 
ORANGE COUNTY: 
• Orange County Coastkeeper for the Kids’ Adopt-A-Beach Assembly Program and 

Beach Cleanup in Orange County ($12,500).  The assembly program will educate 
students at 7 inland elementary schools about the harmful effects of ocean pollution, 
and will culminate in a beach cleanup event for 750 students. 

 
SAN BERNARDINO AND RIVERSIDE COUNTIES: 
• Trails4All for expanding Coastal Cleanup Day in the Santa Ana River watershed 

($12,000).  Trails4All will work to educate and recruit new public agencies to host 
volunteer cleanup events along waterways draining to the coast. 

 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY: 
• Heal the Bay for continuing the Adopt-A-Beach Program in Los Angeles County 

($30,000).  Activities will include arranging cleanups for volunteers who adopt 
beaches, holding large monthly public cleanup events, conducting inland creek and 
schoolyard cleanups, and transporting students from underserved inland schools for 
a beach cleanup and educational presentation. 

• Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority for the Los Cerritos Wetlands Stewardship 
Program in Long Beach ($18,000).  Community volunteers will have the opportunity 
to adopt a wetland, help remove litter from Los Cerritos Wetlands, and learn about 
native plants as they remove invasive species at public restoration events. 

• Malibu Foundation for Environmental Education for the Kids’ Adopt-A-Beach 
Assembly Program and Beach Cleanup in Los Angeles County ($17,000). The 
assembly program will educate students at 12 underserved elementary schools about 
the harmful effects of ocean pollution, and will culminate in a beach cleanup event for 
1,200 students.    

(continues) 
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VENTURA COUNTY: 
• Channel Islands Restoration for the Channel Islands Habitat Restoration Project 

($15,000).  Students in grades 3-5 from Title I schools in Ventura County will learn 
about the ecology and history of the Channel Islands and the impact of native plants.  
They will also take boat rides to remove invasive ice plant (on Anacapa Island) or 
remove invasive weeds and plant native species (on Santa Cruz Island) as part of an 
ongoing restoration project to improve habitat. 

 
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY: 
• Santa Barbara Natural History Museum for a “Superpowers” exhibit at the Ty 

Warner Sea Center ($9,500).  The Sea Center will stage a one-year exhibit about 
marine pollution featuring local “superpowered” marine life of the Santa Barbara 
Channel, the “villains” that threaten them, and the ability of people to become 
“heroes” for the ocean through everyday actions. 

 
FRESNO COUNTY: 
• Fresno’s Chaffee Zoo for a Kids’ Adopt-A-Beach Cleanup ($6,900).  The program 

will educate 230 students from underserved schools in Fresno about the harmful 
effects of ocean pollution and will culminate in a trip to Monterey County for a beach 
cleanup event.       

• Fresno’s Chaffee Zoo for enhancing the “Stingray Bay” exhibit ($9,999).  The Zoo’s 
hands-on stingray exhibit will become and avenue for teaching visitors about safe 
and sustainable fishing practices and will feature a real fishing boat and Spanish and 
English Seafood Watch cards. 

 
MONTEREY COUNTY: 
• California State Parks, Monterey District for the Point Lobos Summer Adventures 

Program ($9,999).  Designed to meet the goals of the Children in Nature Campaign, 
this summer day program will involve 60 youth in activities such as touring Point 
Lobos, whale watching, and kayaking at Elkhorn Slough.  Ten eligible participants will 
be able to attend free-of-charge. 

• Camp SEA Lab for activities in 2010 ($60,000).  Camp SEA Lab is an ocean science 
education camp offering both residential and day camp sessions for young people.         
The camp will also hold marine science workshops for families, provide training for 
teachers, and run a marine science outdoor school for students.   

• Save the Whales for “A Whale of a Rhythm” Program ($9,997).  Elementary students 
from underserved schools in communities including Salinas, Soledad, and 
Watsonville will participate in a program combining music and science.  They will play 
percussion instruments along to recordings of cetacean vocalizations, communicate 
back and forth with each other, and learn about the impacts of underwater noise 
pollution. 

(continues) 
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SANTA CRUZ COUNTY:  
•  O’Neill Sea Odyssey for the Ocean Protectors program ($20,808).  Working jointly 

with Save Our Shores, O’Neill Sea Odyssey will deliver a program on marine debris 
and stormwater pollution, including segments taking place onboard a traveling 
catamaran, to ten classes from underserved schools in San Jose. 

        
SAN MATEO COUNTY:    
• Watershed Discovery Foundation to create a “Watershed on Wheels” ($20,000).  A 

donated bus will be renovated into a traveling wet chemistry laboratory for residents 
of San Mateo County to learn about water quality, water pollution, and watershed 
health. 

 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY: 
• Franklin Elementary School in San Jose for an overnight program at the Monterey 

Bay Aquarium ($4,400).  Forty-five children who are in 2nd and 3rd grade or who 
have special needs will spend the night at the Monterey Bay Aquarium and learn 
about the different habitats of Monterey Bay and the ocean.  They will also research 
a particular Monterey Bay animal, create an ocean mural using recycled materials, 
and join their families for a local beach cleanup. 

• Jeanne Meadows Elementary School in San Jose, also for an overnight program at 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium ($7,400).  Seventy-four children who are in 2nd and 3rd 
grade or who have special needs will also have the opportunity to explore Monterey 
Bay Aquarium after hours and in the early morning.  They will also research the 
different tidal zones and at school, learn about the water cycle, water pollution, the 
salmon life cycle, and life in the kelp forest. 

 
SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY: 
• Clean Water Fund for a zero-waste education project ($9,999).  Clean Water Fund 

will analyze and identify the likely sources of litter collected at heavily polluted storm 
drains in four Bay Area communities.  Then local businesses will be educated about 
the impacts of marine debris and a cost/benefit analysis of customers using reusable 
items. 

• Environmental Traveling Companions for a youth leadership program ($24,000).  
Bay Area youth with disabilities or from high-risk backgrounds will lead youth in 
similar situations on kayaking adventures and teach them about Bay ecology, 
watersheds, and other related topics. 

• San Francisco Ocean Film Festival to support the 2010 Festival.  For five days in 
February, this year’s festival featured documentaries and other independent films 
about the sea, discussions with filmmakers and ocean experts, an awards ceremony.  
and free programs for middle and high school youth. 

 
(continues) 
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ALAMEDA COUNTY: 
• University of California, Berkeley for field explorations in ocean science ($26,605).  

The MARE program at the Lawrence Hall of Science will lead 270 middle school 
students from Lionel Wilson College Preparatory Academy, a charter school in 
Oakland, on hands-on educational field trips to Elkhorn Slough, Rodeo Beach, 
Fitzgerald Marine Reserve, and other coastal locations.  Their parents will also be 
offered bilingual parenting workshops.  

 
STANISLAUS COUNTY: 
• Tuolumne River Preservation Trust for “Trekking the Tuolumne” ($20,000).  

Students at Salida Elementary School will trace the Tuolumne River to the Delta and 
the Pacific Ocean, visit salmon spawning grounds during the fall migration, raise 
salmonids in their classroom, release them into the wild, and tour The Marine 
Mammal Center and the Bay Model in the San Francisco Bay Area. 

 
MARIN COUNTY: 
• Point Reyes National Seashore Association for the Seashore Explorers Program 

($40,000).  Youth from underserved Bay Area schools will have the opportunity to 
attend a five-day summer session at Point Reyes Nature Science Camp.  Other 
students will come with their classes, and their teachers will receive training on 
leading 3-5 day intensive coastal and marine environmental education programs. 

• Richardson Bay Audubon Center & Sanctuary for the Kids’ Adopt-A-Beach 
Assembly Program and Beach Cleanup in the San Francisco Bay Area ($8,500).  The 
program will educate students at underserved elementary schools in Marin and San 
Francisco about the harmful effects of ocean pollution, and will culminate in a beach 
cleanup event for 500 students.   

• Romberg-Tiburon Center for Environmental Studies for the Sea Lion Bowl Diversity 
Initiative ($25,000).  Diverse Bay Area high school students will be recruited to 
participate in a local chapter of the National Ocean Sciences Bowl, a quiz-style science 
competition.  The program also incorporates extended-learning college classes in 
marine science, educational field trips, and ocean science research projects.  

 
HUMBOLDT COUNTY: 
• Arcata Community Recycling Center for a marine debris education program 

($9,799).  Students at Arcata Elementary School will learn about the impacts of 
marine debris and the concentration of plastics in the North Pacific Gyre.  Students 
will also create an art installation on the school field depicting plastics in the Gyre 
using plastic bottles strung together in a spiral pattern. 

• Friends of the Dunes for the Kids’ Adopt-A-Beach Assembly Program and Beach 
Cleanup in Humboldt County ($15,000).  The assembly program will educate 
students at underserved and inland elementary schools about dune ecosystems and 
the harmful effects of ocean pollution, and will culminate in a beach cleanup and 
invasive plant removal event for 1,000 students. 

(continues) 
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• Jacoby Creek Land Trust for a public workshop series on living upstream from 
Humboldt Bay ($9,414).  Landowners and other members of the public will be invited 
to workshops featuring education about good land management practices when living 
near waterways carrying migrating salmon. 

 
SISKIYOU COUNTY: 
• Scott Valley Unified School District for the “Klamath Connection” ($9,800).  Fort 

Jones Elementary and Quartz Valley Elementary will each establish a coastal and 
marine center at school featuring models, specimens, an aquarium, and hands-on 
lessons on a different topic each month.  Sixth-graders will take restoration and study 
field trips following the Klamath River watershed down to the estuary and nearby 
coastline.   

 
STATEWIDE: 
• California Community Forests Foundation for “The Conifer Connection” ($9,950).  

California State Parks will publish a new curriculum about coniferous forests and 
watersheds and their importance to streams and coastal environments, including how 
to reduce negative coastal impacts of actions upstream.   

• Earth Alert, Inc. for the “Heroes of the Coast” project ($8,800).  Earth Alert will finish 
compiling an oral history of Proposition 20, the initiative that created the Coastal Act.  
The project consists of several dozen video interviews with key figures.  Upon 
completion, selected interviews will be distributed to university library collections, 
public access television, and they will be made available for viewing on the Internet. 

• International Humanities Center for the Kids’ Adopt-A-Beach Assembly Program 
and Beach Cleanup ($10,500).  This grant will support statewide coordination of an 
aerial art component at the Kids’ Adopt-A-Beach Cleanup events. 

• Oikonos Ecosystem Knowledge for the ACES-California program ($25,030).  
Oikonos will offer two workshops and ongoing support for California teachers to cover 
required State Science Content Standards through teaching about the ocean.  The 
program includes students tracking and interpreting movements of marine animals 
using real-time satellite data, as well as interactive webcasts with professional 
scientists. 

• Tides Center for school-based marine education activities ($70,500).  A variety of 
marine education materials will be developed and disseminated statewide and 
targeted teacher training workshops will be conducted.         

• Tides Center for the Community-Based Restoration and Education Program 
($48,800).  Community volunteers will be mobilized to help restore wetland and 
upland habitat at Upper Newport Bay to benefit migrating birds and endangered and 
threatened native bird species.   

### 


