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THE 2012 CALIFORNIA OCEAN AND COASTAL AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHY 

CONTEST IS SEEKING YOUR BEST SUMMER BEACH PICTURES! 
Now open for entries and online voting  

 
What: The Thank You Ocean Campaign and the California Coastal Commission jointly announce 

the 14th Annual Ocean and Coastal Amateur Photography Contest to pay tribute to 
California’s spectacular coast and ocean.  Entrants are encouraged to submit photos of the 
following subjects:  

 The scenic coast and Pacific Ocean off California, 
 People and the California coast, and 
 California ocean and coastal wildlife. 

 
Plants and animals photographed should be native species in their natural setting.  
Photographs must be taken from a public place and should be in color. To avoid 
disturbance, photos of marine mammals must be taken from 50 yards away or more. 
 
Prizes: 
Online voters will pick a “viewers’ choice” winner, while separate “judges’ choice” winners 
will be selected for first, second, and third place. 
 
Winners will select from the following donated prizes: 

 An overnight stay in Sonoma County, courtesy of The Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn 
& Spa. 

 An overnight stay in Orange County, courtesy of the Fairmont Newport Beach hotel. 
 An overnight stay in San Jose, courtesy of the Fairmont San Jose hotel. 
 An overnight stay in San Francisco, courtesy of the Fairmont Hotel San Francisco 

atop Nob Hill. 
 

How:  Interested amateur photographers (those who earn less than 50 percent of their income 
from photography) should visit http://mycoastalphoto.com to upload digital images and 
invite their friends to vote. 

 
When:  All entries must be submitted online by July 13, 2012.  Online voting must be completed 

by July 27, 2012. 
 

Who:  The California Coastal Commission was established by voter initiative in 1972 and made 
permanent by the Legislature in 1976 (the Coastal Act) in order to provide long-term 
protection for California’s 1,100-mile coastline.  The mission of California’s Thank You 
Ocean Campaign is to raise awareness of the benefits the ocean provides to us and to 
identify ways each of us can help protect the ocean in our everyday lives. 


